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Welcome to the second newsletter on the
Ellensfield Coal Mine Project (ECMP), which provides
information about a proposed underground longwall
mine in the Bowen Basin coal field in Central
Queensland. This newsletter is an update on the
progress of the project’s Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS).

Why did I get this newsletter?
As a local landowner or stakeholder it is important that you are kept informed about the project and have the
opportunity to provide input into the project planning process. To do this effectively you should have a clear
understanding of what is proposed and how you can most effectively contribute. This newsletter will help you
gain an appreciation of what the project involves from a planning, construction and operational perspective. It
also explains how you can become involved by attendance at consultation meetings and public displays or
through submissions to the project team. Every stakeholder will be given the opportunity to comment on the
project and the team will provide a response to all queries/comments submitted.

About Ellensfield Coal Management Pty Ltd 
In the first project newsletter (October 2007), CVRD (Companhia Vale do Rio Doce) Australia Pty Ltd was
introduced as the owners of all of the Exploration Permits for Coal (EPC’s) involved in the proposed mining lease
application. Since then, CVRD has undergone a name change and is now known as Vale.

Vale is committed to coal mining in Australia, with over 30 potential mining areas over 7,000 square kilometers
located in Queensland. Of these mining areas, Ellensfield is one of two in the advanced stages of development. 

Vale has formed Ellensfield Coal Management Pty Ltd (ECM) as a new company *wholly owned by Vale
responsible for developing the ECMP. 
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What is the project?
The Ellensfield Project is located in the northern
part of the Bowen Basin coalfields in Central
Queensland, 35km south-east of Moranbah. The
project area is accessed from the Peak Downs
Highway through the Vale-owned Carborough
Downs and Broadlea Mines. 

The mine will be accessed via a shallow box cut
located in the north-western corner of the eastern
mining lease where the seam depth is around 60
to 70m below ground level. There will be three
access points into the seam, namely a conveyor
portal, a man and materials portal and a
ventilation portal. 

The retreat longwall extraction method of mining
is proposed as this method allows a high
percentage of resource extraction at high
productivity levels and at low cost. Based upon
the current knowledge of the resource, this
method appears favourable.

The mine will be developed by driving six
parallel access shafts (called roadways) within
the coal. Each pair of roadways will form a
mining block approximately 300m wide and
1,200m long. Each mining block will be
separated by a 50m wide pillar of coal to which
will be left unmined to maintain roof stability.
Over the life of the mine the length of the
roadways and mining blocks will be extended
from 1,200m to 3.500m.

The site infrastructure will include:

� Mine offices including administration,
operations and bathhouse;

� Mine store, warehouse and workshop;

� Site access roads, car parking areas and
hardstand areas;

� Main mine ventilation fan complex;

� Main incoming electricity substation and
distribution network;

� Raw water incoming pipeline, holding dams
and distribution network;

� Compressed air station and distribution
network;

� Mine communications system;

� Coal handling and preparation plant
including ROM stockpile, crushing station
and surface conveyor belts;

� Project stockpiles and rail loadout;

� Coal haulage roads;

� Gas drainage network;

� Surface dams and clean and waste water
reticulation network;

� Rejects emplacement area.

An annual production level of 5.5 Mtpa is
forecast for the mine with 5 Mpta coming from
the longwall unit and 0.5 Mtpa coming from
development activities. The coal when washed
yield 85.4% recovery with a 52:48 split of hard
coking coal and thermal coal.

Status of the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS)
ECM is committed to the project’s environmental
responsibility and is currently conducting a
voluntary Environmental Impact Statement to
identify the project’s impacts and to plan
appropriate mitigation measures. 

The Queensland Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will be responsible for managing
the project’s environmental impact assessment
process. In addition, the Commonwealth
Department of Environment and Heritage and
Arts (DEWHA) has declared that the project is a
controlled action under the Federal
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity

Location Map

Conservation Act (EPBC), and therefore DEWHA
approval will also be required.

A draft Terms of Reference (ToR) was advertised
for public comment on Monday 1 October until
Friday 9 November 2007. The ToR details the
scope of work required to be addressed by the
EIS. Comments received on the draft ToR were
reviewed and considered by the EPA, and the ToR
amended accordingly. The final ToR was
approved in February 2008. It can be viewed on
the EPA website:

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/environmental_mana
gement/impact_assessment/current_eis_proces
ses/

Figure 1 provides an updated timeline of the
project’s EIS process.

Fieldwork for the baseline environmental impact
studies has been completed. The results of the
fieldwork and other collected information forms
the basis of the impact assessment, which is
about to commence. The range of studies being
assessed and the aim of each, include as follows:

� Flora and Fauna Studies – having
identified and described the existing
ecological values that have the potential to
be impacted by the project, assess the
potential impacts and propose how these
impacts will be minimised and managed.
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� Surface Water Studies – assess the
potential impact on the surface water of the
surrounding area, and propose management
measures to avoid, monitor, and respond to
impacts.

� Groundwater Studies – assess the
potential impact on the groundwater of the
surrounding area, and propose measures for
protecting the resource.

� Flood Studies – model the flooding 
levels, and assess and minimise changes
due to the project activities.

� Contaminated Land Studies – having
identified sources of contamination on the
project site, identify measures to remediate
or avoid disturbance.

� Soils Studies – identify and assess the
impact on the topography, geology and
soils. Propose management measures to
minimise, avoid, or rehabilitate following
closure of the mine.

� Land Use – Assess pre-mining and post-
mining land uses.

� Waste Management – determine project
waste streams and propose mitigation and
management measures.

� Transport – assess potential traffic
increases on local roads and propose traffic
solutions to accommodate any change to
traffic conditions.

� Social – assess the amenity and land use 
of the project and surrounding area and
investigate the project’s impact on the local
and regional housing and community.

� Scenic Values – determine the visual
prominence of the project in the surrounding
area and propose measures to minimise
impacts.

C O M M U N I T Y  C O N S U L T A T I O N

July 
2007

September
2007

Dec
2008

March 
2009

July
2009

Figure 1.  Environmental Approvals Process Overview.
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� Cultural Heritage – investigate the
potential for cultural heritage to occur on the
project area and prepare a cultural heritage
management plan to the satisfaction of
traditional owners and regulators if required.

� Air Quality and Noise – investigate the
background levels of air quality and noise,
and assess the potential impact from the
project. Develop appropriate mitigation
measures.

ML70259

MDL308

ML70109

ML70252

M
L7

02
56

ML70257

ML70338

Opencut

Administration

Underground

Haul Road

Shire
of Nebo

Shire
of Bely

ando

LEGEND

Potential Mining
Lease Application
Cadastre
Mining Lease (ML)
Shire Boundary

Diagram to be updated



4

E L L E N S F I E L D  C O A L  M I N E  P R O J E C T P R O J E C T  N E W S L E T T E R  2

Feedback
If you wish to be kept informed of the study process, or have any comments or queries, please send your
letter postage paid to the study team at the following addres:

Ellensfield EIS
GPO Box 302, Brisbane, Queensland 4001

Alternatively you can contact the study team at:

Community and stakeholder consultation forms a major component of the impact assessment and
approvals process. A comprehensive consultation process is essential to the success and long-term
viability of the project. The project team will be basing this consultation process on the guiding principles
of proactive information sharing and relationship building with all interested and affected parties. The
consultation process is designed to provide:

� A two-way flow of information;

� Stakeholders with the opportunity to express their views about the project;

� Stakeholder involvement in the EIS process;

� Valuable local knowledge from the community; and

� A process whereby the community is kept up-to-date with the project.

The overall objective of the consultation process is to ensure clear, transparent, two-way communication
by listening, recording and responding to issues as they arise.

A first round of dialog was held with government agencies and special interest groups during the first
stage of consultation in October 2007. The main focus was to introduce the project.

A second round of meetings is now proposed to focus on discussing the detailed environmental impact
studies and obtaining feedback on specific issues associated with the project. Please advise the study
team if you would like to be involved in the meetings, and if you represent a special interest group. Please
provide details of the group you represent including any specific environmental and/or social areas of
interest.

2 Community and Stakeholder Consultation

Freecall 1800 041 253

Email ellensfieldeis@urscorp.com

Facsimile 07 3243 2199 (Attn: ECMP Study Team)
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